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donation, will send you a Bible and a 
cross and tell you that you are saved. 
That is not true. You may be saved 
from him, but you haven’t been saved 
with Jesus. 

Billy Graham lived the kind of life 
that teaches all of us that we should 
respect and understand and honor what 
Jesus Christ stands for and what Chris-
tianity means, and we should live our 
lives as an example to others of what it 
is like to be a Christian. 

In the sadness of the loss of Billy 
Graham, I am reminded of the Book of 
Thessalonians and Paul’s letter to the 
Thessalonians, where in two of the 
shortest verses in the Bible, he says: 

Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. 

In terms of Billy Graham’s life, I 
think we are in that period of time 
right now. We should rejoice for the 
great service that he gave to all of us, 
the great messages he brought in his 
crusades around the world, and we 
should pray without ceasing that the 
world will continue to be blessed by 
God and by great people like Billy Gra-
ham and those who would follow him 
and, in our small way, if we will do the 
witnessing we need to do to see to it 
that we are disciples of that faith and 
for Jesus Christ. 

For me, coming to the floor today, I 
have an important task, because wit-
nessing and evangelism is about other 
people taking the message for other 
folks. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HENRY HOLLEY 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, back in 
my home State of Georgia, in my 
neighborhood in east Cobb County, 
there is a man by the name of Henry 
Holley. In my few minutes left, I want 
to honor Henry Holley because he is an 
interesting individual. 

Although there is no such thing as a 
former marine, he was a U.S. marine 
for 22 years. He met Dr. Graham at a 
crusade. He volunteered to help him in 
his off-duty time and so impressed Dr. 
Graham that Billy Graham asked him 
to join his crusades. 

He said: I can’t do it right now. I 
have 2 more years in my commitment. 

Billy Graham said: If you come to me 
at the end of those 2 years, I will put 
you on my team. 

Forty-eight years ago, Henry Holley 
joined the team of Billy Graham. He 
became his Asian representative. In 
fact, today Henry Holley is the last of 
the original Billy Graham team who is 
left alive on this Earth. Henry is 90 
years old, living in east Cobb County, 
and witnessing every single day all 
that he learned from Billy Graham and 
what Billy Graham’s crusades meant to 
him. 

They set up crusades in Rio de Janei-
ro, Seoul, South Korea, and all over 
the world. Henry Holley has been in 
and out of North Korea more than any-
body in this country. He goes there 
with Samaritan’s Purse to help people 
who are oppressed, taking to them the 

message of Jesus Christ, working and 
doing everything he can to improve the 
plight of those people who are op-
pressed and depressed by a rogue re-
gime. 

Henry Holley is one of the finest peo-
ple I have ever known. I know when Dr. 
Graham passed away, Henry was not 
sad but happy because he has always 
talked about knowing that ultimately 
Billy Graham’s place in Heaven would 
be his just reward. Henry could not 
wait until he could join Billy Graham 
there so they could be together at the 
end. 

So I know Henry is probably watch-
ing, or if he isn’t watching, somebody 
will tell him about my mentioning his 
name. I am doing it to honor Henry but 
also to honor Billy Graham, because 
the one-on-one passing of the Word 
from me to someone else, from Henry 
Holley to someone else, from Dr. Gra-
ham to someone else, is the way Chris-
tianity was built over the decades and 
over the years and will continue to be 
preserved in the years to come. 

So as we honor in the U.S. Senate 
and in the United States of America a 
great man, a great leader, a man of 
God, and a servant of God, I am just so 
thankful I had the opportunity to be in 
this Chamber on the day we honored 
Billy Graham and his life. I am so 
happy I had the ability and the oppor-
tunity to know his servant, Henry 
Holley, and be one of those along the 
way whom Henry helped to live a more 
responsible and loving life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
f 

REMEMBERING BILLY GRAHAM 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, it 
was an exceptionally moving service in 
the Rotunda today. For a man to be 
able to lie in honor in the Rotunda, for 
the Nation to pause for a moment, and 
for the leadership of the House and 
Senate, on both sides of the aisle, and 
the President of the United States to 
all stop and for a moment look at a 
wooden casket, simple as it was, and 
remember the legacy of a man who 
gave his life telling people that Jesus 
loves you, it is a remarkable day. It is 
not a common day in the U.S. Senate, 
in the House, to break in the middle of 
the day to be able to go to the Rotunda 
and just contemplate this simple fact: 
There is a God whom you can know 
who loves you. 

It is interesting to think back on 
some of the legacy of Dr. Graham. He 
had been to Oklahoma many times. In 
2003, I had the opportunity to be the 
chair for the Youth Night of that mis-
sion. It was a moving night, and there 
were a lot of people there, as there 
were at all of his events. That night, 
there were thousands and thousands of 
teenagers there, and Dr. Graham un-
packed a message about Solomon, a 
person who had everything. He chal-
lenged them—for this person who had 
everything—but he always came back 

to say all of these things were vanity, 
and, really, at the end, it is knowing 
God that is going to matter. 

He even challenged people of power. 
In that message that night in Okla-
homa City, he said: 

People like power and prestige. Solomon 
had more power than any man in his genera-
tion. No nation dared to defy him. But he 
looked upon all his mighty military power 
and said that even power brings no sense of 
fulfillment, or joy, or peace. 

The Bible talks about another power—the 
kind of power that helps when the crisis 
comes. 2Timothy 1:7: ‘‘God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love and of self-discipline.’’ 

And then he said this: 
Jesus Christ said, ‘‘All authority in Heaven 

and on Earth has been given to me.’’ 

Then he quoted Paul’s words: ‘‘For I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is 
the power of God to salvation.’’ 

That night, many students responded 
to that simple invitation to be able to 
know a God who doesn’t give you 
power, but He is power. 

If you asked most Oklahomans, 
though, what was the moment they re-
member most about Dr. Graham com-
ing to Oklahoma, they would say it 
was in 1995 after the Federal Building 
was destroyed by a domestic terrorism 
event. Dr. Graham was there the Sun-
day after that tragic attack on Okla-
homa and on the Nation. He gave a 
message to Oklahoma City, to Oklaho-
mans, and to the Nation, and he laid 
out a sense of hope. Toward the end of 
his sermon he said this: 

This event also reminds us of the brevity 
and uncertainty of life. It reminds us that we 
never know when we’re going to be taken. I 
doubt that even one of those who went to 
that building to work, or to go to the chil-
dren’s place, ever dreamed that it was their 
last day on earth. That is why we each need 
to face our own spiritual need and commit 
ourselves to God. 

It’s ironic that this terrible event took 
place just three days after the churches of 
this city were filled with people celebrating 
Easter. Just one week ago today. And 
throughout the world, the Eastern Orthodox 
churches celebrate Easter on this day. And 
Easter always brings hope to all of us. For 
the Christian, the Cross tells us that God un-
derstands our suffering, for He took upon 
Himself at the Cross all our sins and all of 
our failures and all of our sufferings. And our 
Lord on that Cross asked the question: 
‘‘Why? My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?’’ And he received his answer. He 
knew: To redeem the world. To save you and 
me from our sins. To give us assurance that 
if we died we’re going to heaven. He was say-
ing from the Cross, ‘‘I love you!’’ And I know 
the heartaches and sorrows and the pain that 
you feel. 

Easter points us beyond the tragedy of the 
Cross to the hope of the empty tomb. It tells 
us that there is hope for eternal life, that 
Christ has conquered death. And it also tells 
us that God has triumphed over evil and 
death and hell. This is our hope, and it can 
be your hope as well. 

Dr. Graham ended his conversation 
by saying: ‘‘My prayer for you today is 
that you will feel the loving arms of 
God wrapped around you and will know 
in your heart that He will never for-
sake you, as you trust Him.’’ 
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This was a significant day for Okla-

homans to begin the healing process 
together. 

It is quite remarkable to have Amer-
ica’s pastor be laid to rest. Dr. Graham 
would assure all of us that the same 
hope he experienced, that he shared 
with as many people as he possibly 
could, was not unique to North Caro-
lina. It wasn’t unique to his family. It 
wasn’t even unique to America. It was 
God’s great affection for all people. 
The offer of that love that could turn 
around a heart like his, could turn 
around the heart of a nation, and it 
could turn around the heart of all peo-
ple. 

It is a good day to remember. It is a 
rare moment for us to be able to stop 
and pause in the way we have today. I 
think it is a significant message that 
should not be forgotten. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
f 

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, for the 
elite, the powerful and the well con-
nected, the Republican tax law has 
turned out to be manna from Wash-
ington. The benefits of the tax law are 
about as one-sided as it gets, and mid-
dle-class Americans come up on the 
losing end. 

It sure is one-sided when the price of 
admission for any middle-class tax re-
lief is an investor handout big enough 
to pave Wall Street in gold. Democrats 
pushed for a tax cut that was centered 
on the middle class, but Republicans 
turned their one-sided wish list into 
law. 

It sure is one-sided to have a massive 
tax handout to multinational corpora-
tions, a lower top rate for the fortu-
nate few, and a massive tax cut in the 
estate tax that touches only the 
wealthiest, while working families get 
handed only temporary relief. 

Those are the policies that are the 
essence of the Republican tax law. Yet 
the American people hear over and 
over again that the benefit of the pro-
posals are going to work their way to 
the middle class and that those folks 
will get bulging wage increases. 

So I would like to start by getting a 
few facts straight. First, just a few 
hours ago, corporations crossed the 
$200 billion mark in stock buybacks 
this year. These stock-buyback bonan-
zas drive up the value of investment 
portfolios for CEOs and high fliers, and 
they are now coming in at a rate 30 
times greater—30 times greater—than 
worker bonuses. They are on pace to 
double the amount from the first quar-
ter of last year. 

Now, there was a whole lot of happy 
talk about this Republican tax bill last 
winter, but I don’t remember—and I 
sat through a lot of markups in the Fi-
nance Committee and debates on this 
floor—I didn’t hear anybody say there 
ought to be a stock buyback stimulus 
act. 

The wealthiest 10 percent of earners 
own 84 percent of all of the stock held 
by Americans. So when it comes to 
these buybacks, a huge majority of 
families are on the outside looking in. 
All the moms and dads who balance the 
rent, the groceries, and the cost of gas 
and electricity don’t get much of any-
thing out of a corporate handout that 
gets swallowed up by these buyback bo-
nanzas for big-time investors. 

Second, when you talk about tax cuts 
producing massive stock buybacks, you 
are talking about sending huge 
amounts of cash overseas directly into 
the pockets of wealthy investors. That 
is because more than one-third of all 
U.S. corporate stock is owned by inves-
tors outside of the country. So under 
the Republican tax law, American tax-
payers are on the hook, borrowing bil-
lions and billions of dollars to make 
wealthy foreigners even wealthier. 

We heard a whole lot about how 
working families were going to get lift-
ed up in Portland and in Topeka and in 
San Antonio, but the reality is, the 
folks who are getting enriched are in 
Beijing and Moscow and Panama City. 

Finally, you don’t have to take my 
word for it that these corporate wind-
falls overwhelmingly benefit those at 
the top. Fourteen years ago, the Fed-
eral Government gave corporations 
what is known as a repatriation holi-
day—a big tax break to bring back cash 
from overseas. What the American peo-
ple heard back then sounds pretty fa-
miliar today. Corporations were going 
to invest in workers and equipment, 
and the money would trickle down to 
the middle class. That didn’t work out 
either. More than 90 percent of the cor-
porate cash windfall went to goodies 
for investors and CEOs. Once again, 
very, very one-sided. 

Not even two decades later, the 
American people are still being fed the 
line about how their one-sided tax 
plans are going to deliver bulging pay-
checks to the middle class. 

A few weeks ago, Treasury Secretary 
Mnuchin came to the Finance Com-
mittee. He was asked who really bene-
fits when the Republican tax bill show-
ers all of this cash on multinationals. 
He said: ‘‘Even if there are share 
buybacks . . . that capital is recycled 
back into the economy. It just doesn’t 
sit in banks, it goes back into the econ-
omy.’’ That sounds an awful lot like 
trying to put a new spin on the failed 
theory of trickle-down economics. 

In my view, middle-class families are 
sick and tired of being told to wait for 
the benefits to somehow trickle down 
to them. From the get-go, our message 
on taxes was that if Senators were in-
terested in real middle-class tax relief, 
we would be at the head of the line to 
work on it. I have been involved in a 
bipartisan bill. On this side, we were 
ready to go for a bipartisan approach 
focusing on the middle class. Instead, 
Republicans moved at breakneck speed 
to pass a one-sided bill that would fat-
ten the accounts of the wealthy, the 
powerful, and CEOs around the world. 

It is time for the Treasury Secretary 
to stop peddling the old huckster’s line 
that somehow all of this is going to 
work out for the middle class if they 
would just wait long enough. That is 
not going to work because this bill was 
never about middle-class folks. We see 
it in the numbers. We see it in the fact 
that what the middle class gets is tem-
porary, but now we know, while mid-
dle-class families keep waiting for the 
promises to come true, these stock 
buyback bonanzas, these investor wind-
falls are just going to keep rolling on 
in. 

f 

NOMINATION OF RUSSELL VOUGHT 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, Mr. Rus-
sell Vought is nominated to be the 
Deputy Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. My view is, he 
has radically misguided budget prior-
ities. He has long opposed bipartisan 
compromise. I am especially concerned 
about his well-documented history of 
inflammatory rhetoric. If confirmed, 
he would be the point person in charge 
of the President’s budget. He is on 
record supporting an extreme fiscal 
strategy—one that would really threat-
en the full faith and credit of the coun-
try by engaging in debt ceiling brink-
manship, but I also oppose Mr. 
Vought’s nomination because of his ex-
treme vote on the budget and refusal to 
reach across party lines. 

So we have an obligation to look at 
his extreme views, especially his vitri-
olic comments he has made, and to 
consider them among the recent exam-
ples of individuals who made similar 
comments and were deemed unfit for 
service. 

Carl Higbie, a Trump surrogate dur-
ing the 2016 campaign, was appointed 
as chief of external affairs at the Cor-
poration for National and Community 
Service. He resigned from his taxpayer- 
funded post in shame after his history 
of hateful, bigoted rhetoric was 
brought to light. That history included 
saying he didn’t like Muslims because 
he hated their religious ideology and 
even flatly admitted he was proud to be 
a racist if it meant being against Mus-
lims. 

Rev. Jamie Johnson was appointed 
last April to lead the Center for Faith- 
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 
He, too, resigned in disgrace after 
media reports drew scrutiny to his use 
of racist rhetoric. During a 2008 inter-
view, he said that African Americans 
had ‘‘turned America’s major cities 
into slums because of laziness, drug 
use, and sexual promiscuity.’’ He also 
said extremist terrorist groups were 
representative of all people of the Mus-
lim faith. 

For a person taking a job intended to 
promote partnerships, it was certainly 
important to call his job performance 
into question. 

William Bradford was appointed to 
lead the Energy Department’s Office of 
Indian Energy in 2017. He resigned after 
the media drew attention to comments 
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